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                                  BOOK LAUNCH 
       ‘A MAROUBRA SPEEDWAY SCRAPBOOK’ 

 
 

The Olympia Motor Speedway at Maroubra is an almost forgotten part of Sydney’s cultural 
history yet remains an important part of Australia’s motor racing history.  In 1924 construction 
started on a large banked concrete speedway bowl in the sand hills at Maroubra having a length 
of one mile and a width of eighty feet. It opened with its first race meeting on 5th December 1925 
and it was estimated 70,000 spectators attended. The crowd were enthralled as cars and 
motorcycles thundered around the embankment at speeds in excess of 100 mph.  It attracted not 
only Australia’s finest racing drivers and motorcycle racers of the time, but led to the importation 
of many high quality European racing and sports cars to this country. 
  
Many of those cars and motorcycles remain in Australia to this day in the ownership of 
enthusiasts and are an important part of Australia’s cultural property. 
 
After an auspicious start the track closed to competition after only two years owing to a series of 
fatal tragedies together with financial difficulties. It reopened and folded several times until its 
final demise in the mid 1930’s. It was ultimately lost under housing development. 
 
The Committee of the Vintage Sports Car Club of Australia is proud to announce a celebration of 
Maroubra’s Olympia Motor Speedway and the launch of Bill Boldiston’s book “A Maroubra 
Speedway Scrapbook”, which now tells the story under one cover for the first time.  The book is 
replete with photographs, contemporaneous reports, and race results and will be on sale at the 
launch. 
 
A selection of cars and bikes that raced at Maroubra will be in attendance including: 
 

 The 1924 Alvis (ex Brookland’s 200-mile race), driven by Phil Garlick. Raced on the 
opening day. 

 The “Crossley-Mercedes” which in its former guise as a Crossley 20/70 was driven by Mrs 
J A S Jones. Raced on the opening day. 

 1924 Alvis 12/50 driven by Bill Parker. Raced on the opening day. 

 The 1914 Vauxhall A type known as 50 Bob as driven by H.R.Clark. Raced on the opening 
day. 

 Bugatti Brescia driven by Fred Barlow, possibly raced on opening day. 

 Wolseley Hornet Special driven by John Sherwood. Raced in 1932. 

 Several track racing bikes from the era are expected to be on display.  
 
The book launch will be opened by the Right Honourable Michael Daly MP and Randwick Mayor 
Lindsay Shurey at the very site of the Maroubra Olympia Motor Speedway. The launch will take 
place at 10.30a.m. Saturday 23rd June 2018 in Coral Sea Park Maroubra (within the original 
speedway circuit) near the corner of Chester Ave and Yorktown parade. Entry from Chester Ave. 
There will be a performance of part of a new musical by Andrew Ford celebrating the Olympia 
Motor Speedway. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
  
Vintage Sports Car Club of Australia.   www.vintagesportscarclubaustralia.org.au  
Jeremy Morris VSCCA President 02 9335 3040     jeremymorris@stjames.net.au 
Tim Shellshear VSCCA Committee 0418 666 952   tim.shellshear@bigpond.com 
Bill Boldiston 02 4784 3868 
Other Links:                                        www.vintagespeedway.com/Maroubra.html  
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